Syllabus/Course Description – Heritage Language Spanish I
I. Course Description:
This course is designed for students who hear Spanish spoken at home, who speak and understand it fairly well at normal speeds, but whose skills are somewhat limited when it comes to reading and writing in Spanish.  The students in this class will come from a variety of backgrounds but most will need help with vocabulary, spelling (including diacritical marks) and the skills of reading and writing for specific purposes. Throughout the course, students will be exposed to the various Hispanic cultures around the world and written Spanish in a variety of forms, from short stories to “photonovels”.  Students will read about Hispanics in the United States that have contributed to the arts, sports, culture and politics, and the connection that exists between the students and the Hispanic community/world around it. Particular attention will be given throughout the course to spelling, accent marks and expanding students' vocabulary beyond their particular region of origin.  As Spanish is a language spoken on several continents, students will learn to speak and write in standard Spanish.  By expanding their vocabulary and utilizing a standard Spanish the students will understand and be understood by the greatest number of Spanish speakers around the world.

II. Course Objectives:
At the completion of Heritage Language Spanish II students will be able to:

· be able to use correctly the grammatical & linguistic items listed in this document;

· write correctly in Spanish and read from a variety of text sources outside of their own region

· learn selected vocabulary from the text and various literary items read during the year;

· prepare a number of written items (e.g., paragraphs,  descriptions, various types of essays listed in this document, interviews, short piece of poetry, etc.), following given guidelines;

· express an understanding of the various cultures and histories of the Spanish-speaking countries around the world and the students’ role in the larger Hispanic community;
I. Course Outline:
Unit 1
Weeks 1-5
Historical/Cultural topics: vocabulary & regional variations, El caló
Mandatory Reading(s): “El león y las pulgas”, “La casa en Mango Street”, photonovels,
Grammar: verbs & nouns, gender, verb conjugation, syllabication/word stress, subject/verb agreement, Subject vs. object

Projects/Assignments: writing strategies: the planning stage, short paragraphs

Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings

Unit 2

Weeks 6-10
Historical/Cultural topics: Venezuela, El habla caribeña, regional variations in vocabulary
Mandatory Reading(s): “La llamada”

Grammar: uses of the infinitive, accent marks, implicit & explicit subjects, indicative vs. subjunctive
Projects/Assignments: additional readings, writing strategies: finding information and preparing it, description & point of view paragraphs 
Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings

Unit 3
Weeks 11-15
Historical/Cultural topics: Easter Island, gestures, regional variations in vocabulary
Mandatory Reading(s): “Oda a la pobreza”, “Bailó con un bulto”
Grammar: cognates & false cognates, present tense verb forms, preterite vs. imperfect tenses, diphthongs, relative/interrogative/exclamatory pronouns
Projects/Assignments: additional readings, selection of information to include in an informative article
Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings

Unit 4

Weeks 16-20
Historical/Cultural topics: the Incas, regional variations in vocabulary
Mandatory Reading(s): “Tito y el caimán”, “La camisa de Margarita Pareja”
Grammar: adjectives, adjective/noun agreement, word Stress, compound words & prefixes, definite articles, more uses of the accent mark, prepositional phrases

Projects/Assignments: additional readings, additional readings, more work on point of view in writing
Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings

Unit 5

Weeks 21-25
Historical/Cultural topics: Spain during the Moorish invasion, Arabic influences on Spanish language and culture, regional variations in vocabulary
Mandatory Reading(s): “Platero y yo” (selection), “La profecía de la gitana”
Grammar: ser vs. estar, use of personal a with objects, basic uses of the subjunctive, spelling changes: z – c, objects of prepositions

Projects/Assignments: additional readings, interviews
Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings

Unit 6

Weeks 26-30
Historical/Cultural topics: Puerto Rico

Mandatory Reading(s): “Coqui”, “Caipora, el Padremonte”, “El día que fuimos a mirar la nieve”
Grammar: direct/indirect objects, preguntar vs. pedir, traer vs. llevar, darse cuenta vs. realizar, spelling with k/c/qu, spelling changes: g - gu
Projects/Assignments: additional readings, writing poetry

Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings

Unit 7

Weeks 31-35
Historical/Cultural topics: Mexico, the world of work, oral traditions
Mandatory Reading(s): “Los árboles de flores blancas”, “Nada, nadie: Las voces del temblor”
Grammar: repetition of pronouns in sentences with 2 objects, saber vs. conocer, spelling with c/s/z, le vs. lo, asistir vs. atender, tocar vs. jugar vs. actuar, B vs. V
Projects/Assignments: additional readings, narrative essay
Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings

Unit 8

Weeks 36-40
Historical/Cultural topics: Argentina
Mandatory Reading(s): “El origen del nopal”, “Himno a los pájaros” & “Hombre pequeñito”, “Para volar”
Grammar: object pronoun se, funcionar vs. trabajar, querer vs. gustar, tratar vs. probar, periphrastic verb constructions, spelling with g/j/h, y/ll & r/rr, regional variations in vocabulary
Projects/Assignments: additional readings, using metaphors in poetry
Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings
II. Teaching Materials

Textbook:  Tu Mundo (1997, DC Heath)
Selected pieces of literature

Selected films/videos

Maps, charts, etc.
III. Expectations of Students 

Students are expected to: 

· be in their seat, ready to work, when the bell rings;
· respect their  classmates' right to learn and my right to teach;
· bring the following to class on a daily basis: paper/writing utensil(s), text, workbook (if applicable) and notebook;
· have some form of homework 3-5 times a week;
· be responsible for finding out what they missed during any absence.  Until they are made up, all missing grades will count as zeros.  Please label any make-up assignments as such so I do not mistake them for late assignments;
· keep a notebook containing complete notes of material covered in class.  I can and may collect notebooks at any time and possibly count them as an additional grade;
· be on task at all times and participate in class activities. 

IV. Grading System
Letter grades for this class will be assigned as follows:  90-100 A / 80-89 B / 70-79 C / 60-69 D / 59 and below F

Students will be evaluated on the following types of assignments: 

TYPE OF EVALUATION                                     VALUE                     APPROXIMATE #

tests



50% of quarter grade               at least one per unit/chapter


quizzes



25% of quarter grade               9 (weekly)


class participation

25% of quarter grade               7-9 

Other evaluations (projects, contests, etc.) may be given during the year, but will count as a test, quiz or oral grade. 

Homework will receive a check (usually 75% correct or better), check minus (usually less than 75% correct), or a zero if it is not turned in on time. The number of homework assignments will vary from class to class, depending on the mastery of the material. 

Nine-week grades will be computed by averaging the grades in each category, according to their respective weights. Then two points will be added to the final grade, if the majority of homework assignments earns checks. If the majority of homework earns check minuses or are not turned in then the final grade will be lowered 2 points. Homework assignments not turned in or not turned in on time count double (as 2 check minuses). 

EXAMPLE COMPUTATION OF NINE-WEEK GRADE: 

ASSESSMENT                                 GRADES                            AVERAGE & WEIGHT
     tests (3)                                         88/90/92       


    90 (50%)

     quizzes (9)                     80/81/82/83/84/85/86/87/88                      
    84 (25%)

     class participation                   85/95/95/85/75                                  
    87 (25%) 









  
    88 (B) 

     homework          OK: 12    NOT OK: 2    NOT TURNED IN: 2           
   + 2  points 







     
    Final Grade:    90 (A)
Semester grades will be computed according to the following formula:

(Quarter 1 Grade x 2) + (Quarter 2 Grade x 2) + Semester Exam Grade / 5 = Semester Grade


40% 


   40%


      20%
          =  100%
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