Syllabus/Course Description – Heritage Language Spanish II

I. Course Description:
This course is designed for students who already speak, read and write fairly well in Spanish but still need help with vocabulary, spelling (including diacritical marks) and writing for specific purposes.  We will continue the grammar overview begun in Spanish for Spanish Speakers I. Throughout the course, students will be exposed to the various Hispanic cultures around the world and short stories, poetry and selections from novels by great Hispanic writers, past and present.  Students will read about Hispanics from around the world that have gained fame for their achievements and the connection that exists between the Hispanic community and the world around it. Particular attention will be given throughout the course to spelling, accent marks and expanding students' vocabulary beyond their particular region of origin.  As Spanish is a language spoken on several continents, students will learn to speak and write in standard Spanish.  By expanding their vocabulary and utilizing a standard Spanish the students will understand and be understood by the greatest number of Spanish speakers around the world.

II. Course Objectives:

At the completion of Heritage Language Spanish II students will be able to:

· be able to use correctly the grammatical & linguistic items listed in this document;

· learn selected vocabulary from the text and various literary items read during the year;

· prepare a number of written items (e.g., essay,  resume, cover letter, piece of fiction, etc.), following given guidelines;

· express an understanding of the various cultures and histories of the Spanish-speaking countries around the world and the students’ role in the larger Hispanic community;
· create a resumé with a cover letter;
· write correctly in Spanish and read from a variety of text sources outside of their own region
III. Course Outline:
Unit 1
Weeks 1-5
Historical/Cultural topics: Los Chicanos, Puerto Ricans, Cuban Americans
Mandatory Reading(s): Pre-reading steps, “Adolfo Miller”
Grammar: Parts of speech, Uses of ser & estar, Use of descriptive adjectives, Pronouns

Projects/Assignments: Short paragraphs

Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings

Unit 2

Weeks 6-10
Historical/Cultural topics: Spain: Beginnings, Spain: To the present, The new Spanish movie industry

Mandatory Reading(s): “Aventura de los molinos de viento”
Grammar: Stem-changing verbs, Preterite tense - regular verbs, Personal a, Gustar and similar constructions, Imperfect tense

Description & point of view 
Projects/Assignments: additional reading, timelines, descriptive essays from multiple points of view
Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings

Unit 3
Weeks 11-15
Historical/Cultural topics: Mexico, Guatemala, Teotihuacán

Mandatory Reading(s): “Tiempo libre”, El Popul Vuh, sacred book of the Maya
Grammar: Uses of the two past tenses, Adjectives & possessive pronouns, Comparisons & contrasts

Projects/Assignments: additional readings, compare/contrast essays
Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings

Unit 4

Weeks 16-20
Historical/Cultural topics: Cuba, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico

Mandatory Reading(s): “Las herramientas todas del hombre”

Grammar: Past participle - forms & uses, Present subjunctive, Commands: formal & informal

Projects/Assignments: additional readings, essay describing how something works 

Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings

Unit 5

Weeks 21-25
Historical/Cultural topics: El Salvador, Honduras & Nicaragua, Costa Rica

Mandatory Reading(s): “The Legend of el Cipitío”, “Los perros mágicos de los volcanes”
Grammar: Relative pronouns, Present subjunctive (cont.)

Projects/Assignments: additional readings, essay explaining the unexplainable, create a legend) 

Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings

Unit 6

Weeks 26-30
Historical/Cultural topics: Colombia, Panama, Venezuela

Mandatory Reading(s): “Un día de estos”, “La encrucijada de Rubén Blades”

Grammar: Future Tense: Regular & Irregular, Conditional Tense -  Regular/Irregular forms, Past subjunctive, If clauses

Projects/Assignments: additional readings, writing dialogue, short “screen plays”, writing resumés/cover letters
Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings

Unit 7

Weeks 31-35
Historical/Cultural topics: Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia, The Incas & the Aymaras

Mandatory Reading(s): “El hombre y la víbora”

Grammar: Past subjunctive (cont.), Present perfect, Indicative vs. the subjunctive

Projects/Assignments: additional readings, create a more linguistically complex legend that contains a moral, writing resumés/cover letters (cont.)
Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings

Unit 8

Weeks 36-40
Historical/Cultural topics: Argentina & Uruguay, Paraguay, Chile, Evita Perón, 1973 Chilean Coup
Mandatory Reading(s): “Continuidad de los parques”, “La casa tomada”
Grammar: The other perfect tenses, Sequence of tenses – indicative/indicative & subjunctive

Projects/Assignments: additional readings, write a short story using the “magical realism” style

Vocabulary:  related to topics and readings

IV. Teaching Materials

Textbook:  Nuestro Mundo (1997, DC Heath)
Selected pieces of literature

Selected films/videos

Maps, charts, etc.
V. Expectations of Students 

Students are expected to: 

· be in their seat, ready to work, when the bell rings;
· respect their  classmates' right to learn and my right to teach;
· bring the following to class on a daily basis: paper/writing utensil(s), text, workbook (if applicable) and notebook;
· have some form of homework 3-5 times a week;
· be responsible for finding out what they missed during any absence.  Until they are made up, all missing grades will count as zeros.  Please label any make-up assignments as such so I do not mistake them for late assignments;
· keep a notebook containing complete notes of material covered in class.  I can and may collect notebooks at any time and possibly count them as an additional grade;
· be on task at all times and participate in class activities. 

VI. Grading System
Letter grades for this class will be assigned as follows:  90-100 A / 80-89 B / 70-79 C / 60-69 D / 59 and below F

Students will be evaluated on the following types of assignments: 

TYPE OF EVALUATION                                     VALUE                     APPROXIMATE #

tests



50% of quarter grade               at least one per unit/chapter


quizzes



25% of quarter grade               9 (weekly)


class participation

25% of quarter grade               7-9 

Other evaluations (projects, contests, etc.) may be given during the year, but will count as a test, quiz or oral grade. 

Homework will receive a check (usually 75% correct or better), check minus (usually less than 75% correct), or a zero if it is not turned in on time. The number of homework assignments will vary from class to class, depending on the mastery of the material. 

Nine-week grades will be computed by averaging the grades in each category, according to their respective weights. Then two points will be added to the final grade, if the majority of homework assignments earns checks. If the majority of homework earns check minuses or are not turned in then the final grade will be lowered 2 points. Homework assignments not turned in or not turned in on time count double (as 2 check minuses). 

EXAMPLE COMPUTATION OF NINE-WEEK GRADE: 

ASSESSMENT                                 GRADES                            AVERAGE & WEIGHT
     tests (3)                                         88/90/92       


    90 (50%)

     quizzes (9)                     80/81/82/83/84/85/86/87/88                      
    84 (25%)

     class participation                   85/95/95/85/75                                  
    87 (25%) 









  
    88 (B) 

     homework          OK: 12    NOT OK: 2    NOT TURNED IN: 2           
   + 2  points 







     
    Final Grade:    90 (A)
Semester grades will be computed according to the following formula:

(Quarter 1 Grade x 2) + (Quarter 2 Grade x 2) + Semester Exam Grade / 5 = Semester Grade


40% 


   40%


      20%
          =  100%
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